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Next Session 

meeting is 

Thurs., Sept 16 

at 6:30 pm 
 

 
 

 
Clerk of Session: 

 

EMILY  

HEATWOLE 
 

 
 
 

COVID-19 Precautions in place: 
 

     The Session asks for your cooperation in following these guidelines until this trend of 
substantial or high numbers of the virus subsides into the moderate or low category: 

 

1. All attending worship will wear face coverings (masks).                                                    

 If you forget, there will be some available. 

2. Practice social distancing in the sanctuary; some pews will be closed. 

3. You are welcome to hum or sing softly during hymns.                                            

 Our Choir will be singing with masks or sharing pre-recorded music. 

4. Write your prayer requests on the paper provided when you arrive.                           

 They will be gathered and read during announcements 

5. Look at entrances for an offering plate.                                                                       

 If there are none, your donations will be received during worship. 
 

     We are closely monitoring the CDC and Virginia Department of Health recommenda-
tions and the numbers in our area with the hope to return to leaving masks off.  Please 
note that our members from Bridgewater Retirement Community are asked to wear masks 
at public gatherings as is everyone who enters a public school.  All of our church children 
are too young to be vaccinated.  As always, we welcome your comments and input. 
 

Worship Highlights: 
 

Sept. 5  —Dr. David McQuilkin will share the message “Doing the Right Thing”  

                        and the Choir will present special music. 

Sept. 12 —Rev. Kate Rascoe will preach; music by the Choir.  

  Celebration/Thank You Reception following worship (see page 2). 

Sept. 19 & 26 — speaker TBA; music by the Choir. 
 

In-person Children’s Sunday School will begin October 3rd, 9:45-10:15, which is a de-
layed start, due to COVID concerns. Teachers are looking forward to seeing the children 
when it is safe to do so. In the meantime, Mary Kay will send families weekly Zoom Sun-
day School lessons beginning the week of September 12th. 

The Adult Class will also begin in-person sessions October 3rd, 9:45-10:15. A Zoom dis-
cussion to get organized will take place September 12th at 9:00 a.m. Mary Kay will send a 
link the day before. Any adults who haven’t recently been part of the class but wish to 
join are encouraged to let Mary Kay know (540-421-0244; mkadams409@gmail.com). 
We would LOVE to include you! 

~ Sundays in September ~ 

Fall Clean-Up Day — Saturday, September 18 
Lots of outside chores so bring tools, gloves and elbow grease.  Contact Merrill Simon (820-9386) if you can 

provide power equipment and/or a truck, or if you want to accomplish a task on your own during the week. 
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Building & Grounds: 
 

 Landes Heating and Air on track to install the new HVAC system the end of September. 
 

Choir: 
 

  We practice on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  Everyone is welcome; no prior experience or music 
reading ability required.  If you want to sing “just for the Christmas Season” contact Lacey Johnson 
(421-7784; lacey.harold@gmail.com) for the music and a special schedule. 
 

Mission & Outreach: 
 

 Trinity Clothes Closet has reopened but someone from the community stepped up to coordinate 
so we will not be responsible.  However, you are highly encouraged to volunteer anytime.  Call Sally in 
the church office for information.    
 

 The 2¢-a-Meal Offering received Aug. 8th totaled $110.50 plus 34 cans of meat! THANK YOU! 
And thanks to Joe Crockett for delivering the goods to Bridgewater Church of the Brethren. 
 

Nominating: 
 

 Please pray for your Church Officer Nominating Committee:   Retiring Elders Bev Carver and 
Anne Elkins together with lay persons Larry Elkins, Gracie Florence, and Charlette McQuilkin. 
 

Spiritual Life: 
 

 On October 3rd we will observe World Communion Sunday.  If you are unable to attend 
worship and would like to receive the elements at home later that week, contact Betsy Glendye at 828-
3694 or 820-6971. 



 A note from Betsy Glendye, Chairperson: 
 

A Big Thank You to all who helped fill the pulpit these past 12 weeks. It was a chal-
lenge at first, but Bridgewater Presbyterian Church has great talent and WE DID IT!!   
 

I have received so many compliments for our summer services that I want to celebrate 
and say “Thank you” with CAKE!  Stay after worship on Sept. 12th for a reception 
and show your appreciation to the many folks who stepped up to the microphone, 
the pulpit and the piano.     

-Betsy 
P.S.  I already know I’ll need to find pulpit supply for a number of Sundays next year.  Start 
thinking now about sharing something special! 

  
  

Stewardship: Save the Date! 
 

         OCTOBER 17 - STEWARDSHIP CELEBRATION ON COMMITMENT SUNDAY 
 

  What:  10:30 service followed by a potluck lunch celebration 
 

 Where:  Oasis Park at Bridgewater Retirement Community 
 

    Who:  ALL BPC members and special friends/regular attendees 
 

Details:  Jeff Carr, guest preacher   
(If COVID issues derail our plans again this year, Plan B will be used.) 
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SEPTEMBER 
Birthdays 
 

     Parker Sellers 

   Kyle Eichlin 

   Alexandra Meslovich 

   Matthew Heatwole 

   Judy Rees 

   Bill Carver 

   Samuel Gardner-Oldman 

   Katie Enterline 

   Ragan Walker-Vadlamudi 

Anniversaries 
 

    Carroll & MJ Chewning (’70) 

  Tom & Karen Leigh (’82) 

  Matthew & Lydia Heatwole (’10)  

  Dick & Miriam Eichlin (’58)  

  Larry & Anne Elkins (’08) 

  JC & Carla Enterline (’06) 

Backpacks  —  A Note from Jyl Gamble: 
 

At the end of last year, we bagged up the ‘left 
overs’ and took them to John Wayland Elemen-
tary School for summer-time use.  They did not 
want them, so I took them back to church.  

  

During the first week of classes, I got a call from JWES saying 
they had an emergency special need for a backpack of food.  With 
those extras and an early sale at Costco, we were quickly able to 
get a double bag to the school in time to go home to the needy fam-
ily the next day.   

 

It was such a good feeling to accomplish this on behalf of our little 
church and I wanted to share it with you all.      

 

Again, THANK YOU for your dependable, generous support of 
this vital outreach to the most vulnerable children in our area. 

 -Jyl 

Book Group’s Next Read is: 
    

    The Age of Innocence by 

Edith Wharton.  They will meet 

Thursday, September 23rd at 

7:00 PM at the home of Norie 

Smith (203 Mt. View Dr. Bwater). 

Groups in the Building: 
 

A reminder that two groups use our 
building during the week:   
     - TOPS meets every Tuesday from 
4:30-6:00 p.m. and  
     - Memory Café gathers again on 
Tuesday, Sept. 14th from 2:00-3:30.   
For everyone’s safety & privacy, 
please do not come to the building 
during their designated times. 
In addition: 
    - Katie McElroy is conducting a 
private piano lesson each Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. 

 Ushering and Greeting 
share duties with one at each door 

 In the Nursery 
 Acolyte/ 

Bell Ringer 
 Lay Leader 

5 Bev Carver & Merrill Simon No nursery provided  Phoenix J Charlette McQuilkin 

12 Tommy & Betsy Glendye Jacob & Merrill Simon McKinley S Carroll Chewning 

19 Carroll Chewning & Gracie Florence Emily & Mike Heatwole Emory J MJ Chewning 

26 Charlette & David McQuilkin Need 2 volunteers Hagan E Dick Wurst 

Sanctuary Flowers 
 

  5  Eichlins 
12 Simons 
19 available 
26 available 
 

Sharing flowers for 
worship on Sundays 
is beautiful way to 
honor or remember 
someone or celebrate 
a special occasion.  
Just check the kiosk 
for a sign-up or call 
Sally in the church 
office.   

 

We express thanks to 
David Shull and 
Denise Shull, the 
children of Howard & 
Jean, for sharing 
flowers from Jean’s 
graveside memorial 
service on Aug. 25th Worship at White Birch: 

 

Sunday, September 12th at 
1:30 in their dining hall.   

Larry Elkins is bringing the 
message and Nancy Dagen is 

playing the piano.  

Office News: 
 

The Office is closed Labor Day 
Monday, Sept. 6th.  Sally is off 
Thurs/Fri., Sept. 9 & 10 for a 
family function. The deadline 
for the Sept. 12th bulletin is 
Wednesday the 8th. 
 

New Office Hours  
Start September 13th: 

9:00 to Noon;  
Monday—Friday 
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■ As of 

8/29/21 

  
 

$15,301 

$30,000  

$29,000  

$28,000  

$27,000  

$26,000  

$25,000  

$24,000  

$23,000  

$22,000  

$21,000  

$20,000  

$19,000  

$18,000  

$17,000  

$16,000  

$15,000 ----- 

$14,000 ----- 

$13,000 ----- 

$12,000 ----- 

$11,000 ----- 

$10,000 ----- 

$  9,000 ----- 

$  8,000 ----- 

$  7,000 ----- 

$  6,000 ----- 

$  5,000 ----- 

$  4,000 ----- 

$  3,000 ----- 

$  2,000 ----- 

$  1,000 ----- 

We reached our $15,000 challenge goal in just 6 
months. Wow! The Session is humbled by your generosi-
ty and support. Thank you for committing to replenishing 
this fund!  
 

DO WE NEED to USE MONEY  
from Our MEMORIAL FUND Anytime Soon?  

 

YES.  You already know that, in addition to the HVAC unit that 
blew up in the winter, the remaining 4 HVAC units failed in the 
spring. It is coincidental and very unfortunate that all 5 of our 
units need to be replaced in 2021.  Once the last 4 units are in-
stalled in late September or early October, we will owe $44,742 to 
Landes Heating & Air.  In addition, because the pastor’s computer 
was so old, we are replacing it now so that a new one is in place 
for the interim and our next pastor; the cost for laptop and acces-
sories is in the ballpark of $1,500.  Sally’s decade-old computer 
(and printer) will likely need replacing soon as well.  And at some 
point in the near future, our 19½-year-old roof will need to be re-
placed.  The Memorial Fund, our “rainy day” account, will be 
used to pay for each of these expenses, along with any other un-
foreseen emergencies or budget shortfalls.  The balance in the 
fund as of 7/31/21 is $75,481.  Fortunately, in terms of general 
giving (which goes toward the budget, not this fund), you have 
kept us “in the black” for all of 2021, so we expect to meet our 
budget this year.  That’s wonderful news! 

 
DOES SESSION HAVE A PLAN,  

Considering the Upcoming Expenses? 
 

YES. In the August 4th letter you received, Session asked you to 
continue replenishing this fund well beyond the original goal.  At 
the Session’s August meeting, a specific goal of $15,000 beyond 
our original goal was set for the Memorial Fund Challenge.  While 
the new goal will not cover our upcoming expenses, it will be ex-
tremely helpful in moving us in the right direction toward securing 
our financial wellbeing.  We view this as an ongoing challenge at 
BPC, and Session will give you regular progress reports.  Status 
will be reassessed when the new goal is met and a next-steps deci-
sion will be made.  You have indicated that you are just as con-
cerned about our financial stability as Session is, so with assur-
ance of your support and with the belief that, with God’s help, this 
challenge can be met, we invite your participation in our new 
challenge.  

Original Goal 

Look at our  
awesome progress.  

We’ve surpassed our 
original $15,000 goal 

and are now  
on our way to  

meeting our new goal. 
Bravo! 

New Goal 

CONGRATULATIONS, BPC!!! You DID it! 

NEW CHALLENGE: $15,000.  
CAN WE DO IT?  

Your Session Thinks So! 

LET’S FIND OUT! 



 

Operating Business IDA Payroll Tax CDs (matures) 
Both earning 0.05% interest 

Account  
Balances  

as of  
July 31, 2021 

Ed. Jones 
(for stock gifts) 

$39,105.73 $59,453.49 $4,170.53 $1,682.41 
$10,435.15 (Aug. ‘21) 

$10,386.46 (Aug.. ‘21) 
$17.90 

Totals as of  7/31/2021 

Income $  73,727.60 

Expense $ 66,201.97 

Difference $  7,525.63 

Fund Balances as of July 31, 2021 
■ Youth Event Fund: $4,793.26 
       (monies reside in Business IDA) 
■ Backpack Ministry Fund: $296.49 
       (monies reside in Operating Account) 
■ Memorial Fund:  $75,481.84 
       (monies reside in Business IDA & the CD’s) 

5 

Finance Reports:  prepared by Bev Carver, Disbursement Treasurer 

“To Know Christ and to Make Him Known” 

If you have any questions 
about your mid-year giving 
statement or ways to give to 
BPC contact Sally in the 
church office. 

I once did a study of the practice of worship in the 
Bible. I searched every passage of Scripture where 
people worshipped God, capturing 1,600 years of 
biblical history. I was surprised by what I found. 
From the earliest biblical times, the primary way 
people worshipped God was not by singing songs 
of praise or listening to sermons. The central act of 
worship was building an altar and offering the fruit 
of one's labors upon it to God. As I've mentioned, 
they would burn the sacrifice of an animal or grain 
as a way of expressing their gratitude, devotion, 
and desire to honor God. The scent of the offering 
was said to be pleasing to God. It wasn't that God 
loved the smell of burnt meat and grain. Rather, 
God saw that people were giving a gift that ex-
pressed love, faith, and the desire to please and 
honor God, and this moved God's heart. 
 
Eight or nine years ago, our family took a camping 
trip to the Grand Tetons. We arrived on my birth-
day and set up our little pop-up camper. After we 
were settled, we told each of our daughters that 
they could have $20 spending money for the three 
days we would be in and around Jackson Hole. We 
then went to the gift shop before heading out on a 
walk around a small lake. We had no sooner 
walked into the gift shop than Rebecca started 
looking at ball caps. She found one, tried it on, and 
said, “Dad, what do you think of this hat?” I said, 
“Becca, it's really cool. But all you have is $20, 
and that hat will take all of your money. Why don’t 
you wait and make your money last for the next 
few days.” But she said, “Dad, you told me it was 
my money and I could get whatever I want. And I 
really want this hat!” As hard as I tried to talk her 

out of it, and to convince her that she would have 
other opportunities to buy a cap in town, she would 
have no part of waiting. Finally, exasperated, I 
said, “Okay, Becca -- but this is it. You're not get-
ting any more money the next three days.” I gave 
her $20, and she bought the hat. 
 
We went for a walk around the lake, and then came 
back to watch the sun set from a park bench. That's 
when Becca handed me the hat and said, “Daddy, I 
bought this for you. I love you. Happy birthday.” I 
sat on the bench, took her in my arms, and started 
to cry. That hat is among my most treasured pos-
sessions, my most often worn hat to this day be-
cause every time I wear it, I think of Becca’s sacri-
fice for me. All these years later it still touches me 
to think about how my little girl gave up all her 
spending money because she wanted to tell her 
daddy that she loved him. 
 
That's how God looks at your offerings. They are 
not financial transactions or business deals. Your 
offerings are a way of saying, “God, l'm returning 
to you a portion of what I have and what I’ve 
earned to say thank you and I love you. I hope 
you'll use this somehow to make a difference in the 
world.” 
 
Becca didn't give me the hat to get something from 
me. There was something in her heart that prompt-
ed her to give up her spending money for her dad, 
and that something was pure, selfless love. Our 
offerings, when given to God in this same spirit, 
are received by God in this way. They bless the 
Lord. 
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What Our Generosity Means to God  (excerpt from Enough, by Adam Hamilton) 
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The Church’s work of peace and reconciliation is supported by gifts to the Peace 
& Global Witness Offering. This special offering of the PCUSA is traditionally 
and fittingly received on World Communion Sunday, the first Sunday in October. 
These gifts unite us with Presbyterian peacemakers across the country and the 
world who are active, not passive; who are doing, not waiting. 

 

50% of this Offering supports programs and ministries of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) working actively for peace and justice around our nation and 
the world.  
 

25% will go to Shenandoah Presbytery, joining with other congregations in our area to support 
peacemaking work in our region. 
 

25% stays here to be shared locally to support  ministries of peacemaking and reconciliation.   
Your Session has chosen “People Helping People” as this year’s recipient.   

 
People Helping People, organized in 1992, is an ecu-
menical crisis ministry of  over 50 churches and faith 
communities serving Harrisonburg and Rockingham 
County.   
  

PHP is a volunteer organization whose purpose is to:  
  -  Coordinate services for people in need; 
  -  Partner with our clients by helping them with assis-
tance they may require; 
  -  Improve the quality of life for individuals and fami-
lies in our community. 
  

 

Volunteers are trained and equipped to interview clients, assess their needs, and 
help them obtain the necessary assistance--either directly or by networking with 
other helping services in the area. They provide aid to over 2,000 families each 
year. 
 
PHP  focuses their efforts on providing utility assistance but also helps with other 
basic needs such as medicine, eyeglasses, and items to maintain employment. Fi-
nancial aid is determined on a per-household basis. Referrals to other agencies are 
always available. 
 
People Helping People relies solely on the generosity of congregations and com-
munity members. They do not have any state or federal funding so all of  the mon-
ey donated is local dollars which are kept in our community. All donations are 
100% tax deductible and 92¢ of every dollar goes directly to client assistance. 
 
If you’d like more information or feel the call to volunteer, People Helping People 
is located in the Activities Center of Muhlenberg Lutheran Church on East Market 
Street in Harrisonburg.  Phone 433-7286 or email peoplehelpingpeopledirec-
tor@gmail.com.  Also check their website  https://www.phpharrisonburg.org/ 

We are the 

peacemakers. 

We are the 

Church,  

Together. 

 

When we all  

do a little,  

it adds up to a 

lot. 

The Peace and Global Witness Offering will be received on October, 3, 2021. 
Thank you for your generous support. 

https://www.phpharrisonburg.org/


 

Dear Church Family,   
 

     Thank you for supporting me on my trip to Nicaragua with 
FNE International!  Even though it was a short trip I was able 
to visit patients of Salud Para Todos Los Niños and talk with 
parents about their home lives and schooling.  I was also able to 
work with The Dreamers (photo 1) and the staff at the library.  I 
visited a special needs school in Leon (photos 2 & 3). And of 
course, I visited Niño Feliz (photo 4). 
 

Your donations at work: 
     Upon visiting Niño Feliz, I noticed that the sensory garden 
was in disrepair with some areas that could cause harm (such as 
sharp edges). The sensory garden was built in 2016-2017 as a 
place for children to play and for teachers to bring children for 
lessons. Although the classroom for children with autism was 
the main reason for building it, all children benefit. With 
weather and usage, some equipment needs sanding and repaint-
ing, others need repair, and some need replacing. A couple of 
features (water play and vine tunnel) were never completed due 
to civil unrest and Covid. I have decided to use the donations 
you have given to help in completing and repairing the garden. 
Below are photos of these items. 
 

     I am truly thankful for all you do to help support me.  If you 
want to give in support of my work and FNE International's 
work, you may continue to give checks or you can go to 
www.fneinternational.org and donate there. A little money goes 
a long way in Nicaragua. 
 

     Again, thank you for your support both in prayers and funds. 
It is much appreciated.     

-Cheryl Burke 

The first photo is the water feature that needs to 
be finished so that the sinks have water in them. 
The second was originally the vine tower but 
the children like to climb on it so it needs to be 
reinforced. 

Items needing 
cleaning,  
sanding,  
painting,  

and repairs. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

http://www.fneinternational.org


 

The sky does it simply, naturally 

Day by day by day. 

The sun does it joyfully, 

Like someone in love, like a runner on the starting-line. 

The sky, the sun, 

They just can’t help themselves. 

No loud voices, no grand speeches, 

But everyone sees, and is happy with them. 

Make us like that, Lord, 

So that our faith is not in our words but in our lives, 

Not in what we say but in who we are, 

Passing on your love like an infectious laugh: 

Not worried, not threatening, just shining 

Like the sun, like a starry night, 

Like a lamp on a stand, 

Light for life—your light for our lives. 

 

Prayer by Kathy Galloway, the Iona Community 
 

Shared by Mary Kay Adams and printed with permission.  Photo by Sally Smith. 


