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What 

Is 

God 

Calling 

Me  

To  

Give? 
ef 

 

We encourage 
you to listen to 
this short ñ 
and timely ñ 

audio devotional 
from  

Our Daily Bread 
Ministries 

7/9/22  
Click here 

LETõS CELEBRATE TOGETHER! 
 

  WHAT:  COMMITMENT SUNDAY & STEWARDSHIP CELEBRATION 
 

  WHEN:  October 2nd  
        ~10:30  Worship Service, with guest speaker Phil Helmuth  
        ~11:30  Potluck Meal 
 

WHERE:  Oasis Pavilion at Bridgewater Retirement Community 
 

  BRING:  Commitment Card 
                    ~Potluck Meal items, if you are able (signup sheet is on the kiosk) 
                    ~Lawn chairs, if desired (picnic tables, rocking & folding chairs are available) 

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THIS SPECIAL OCCASION! 

Prior to this event, letôs reflect on Godôs love, which has been generously poured 
out on each of us and on our church through the fellowship and worship opportuni-
ties we enjoy, the care and support we provide for each other, His guidance through 
the pandemic, and His shepherding of us through a pastoral leadership change. His 
amazing blessings have been central to BPCôs ministry for 144 years and are still 
with us today.  
 

As you look to Christ for guidance in completing your 2023 commitment card, 
your stewardship team and Pastor Kate will provide several thought-provoking 
messages for your consideration throughout September. May we reflect Christôs 
love and generosity by being His light in the world and by generously providing for 
the work of our church. 
 

Why do we pledge our giving by using commitment cards?  
A pledge is a promise.  The card is a concrete expression of that promise.  As 
we seek to follow Christôs will in our lives through prayerful connection, pledg-
ing is an appropriate response to His abundant love, our soulôs transformation, 
and our deepening relationship with Him.  We make a spiritual commitment to 
the Lord by pledging our time, talents, and wealth.  Those commitments will be 
blessed during the worship service on October 2. 

  
Canôt I give without pledging?  
      Yes, you can. Every gift is appreciated and will be used wisely for Godôs glory. 
That decision is entirely between you and the Lord. 

 
Is a pledge the same thing as a tithe? 
       No, it isnôt.  A pledge is for any amount committed; a tithe specifically com-
mits 10% of a personôs income.  In biblical times Godôs people followed the 
spiritual practice of tithing ï giving back one-tenth of their income to God as a 
sacrificial act of love, acknowledging that everything they had was Godôs and, 
as good stewards, they were giving back a specific portion of it ï a tithe ï for 
His glory.  The generous, poor widow in the Bible actually gave 100% of her 
wealth. 

 

Everyone, including our youth, is asked to consider  ---   

What is God calling ME to give? 

https://dzxuyknqkmi1e.cloudfront.net/odb/2022/07/odb-07-09-22.mp3?utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20220830_Our+Daily+Bread+Daily+Devotional+Dynamic&utm_content=%25%25audio_url%25%25
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<œƞŘƥƮŘĐŷ HĲƶĬĐƮŘƁŷ 

ÒƛŘƞŘƮƶĐŬ yŘŋĸ 
¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǝƻƴŀƭ  
tŀǎǘƻǊΥ 

wŜǾΦ 
YŀǘŜ  
wŀǎŎƻŜ 

 

£ĸŵīĸƞ <Đƞĸ 

Nurturing Our Faith & Each Other 

Sunday School for all ages resumes September 11th.   
 ~ Adults are studying the Gospel of Luke.  Pick up a book ($10) from the table in the partitioned area 
of the Fellowship Hall.  Carroll Chewning is leading Lesson 1.  The class will rotate leadership. 
 

~ Children gather in the large classroom downstairs.  Their curriculum has them following the adven-
tures of Old Testament heroes Hannah, Samuel and David.  It is not too late to join the teaching staff.  
Just ask around! 

 
 
 
 
 

Next  
Member 
Care  
Outing:   
Smileyõs  
Ice Cream 
Sunday, 
Sept. 18th  
at 3:00 p.m. 

Cheryl Burke is traveling to Nicaragua this month.  She writes, ñI would love 
the support and prayers of BPC as I go to Nicaragua from Sept 13-23. Things are 
shaky for nonprofit organizations in Nicaragua at this time. So far FNEI is doing ok 
and flying low.ò  She continues her work with the special needs school. 
 
 

Danielle & Jacob Simon are expecting a boy - Jackson Lee Simon - on October 2.  
We want to help them celebrate!  Many of you have asked what they need.  Dani 
writes: ñThank you to everyone who has supported us from the beginning, good times 
and bad. We couldnôt ask for a better church family.  Since you asked, we made a baby 
registry at Target.ò  You can bring cards and/or gifts to the church for pick up/delivery.   
 

Missed the Sunday Worship Volunteer Workshop?  It is never too late to sign up 
to be an usher, lay reader, live-stream operator or acolyte.  Please consider being part of 
this vital link in our church familyð to each other and to visitors in-person or online.  
Contact Betsy Glendye Judy Rees, Sally in the church office or Pastor Kate. 
 
 

World Communion Sunday is October 2nd.  If you will be unable to attend worship at 
Oasis that day and wish to have the elements served in your home, reach out to Betsy or 
Pastor Kate. 

ñDear BPC Church Family, 
Please accept our heartfelt thanks and appreciation for all the foods provided for out-of-town 
family and friends during Miriamôs funeral.  As always your generosity was amazing! 
 

We also want to thank you for the many emails, texts, and cards that you have showered us 
with during our most difficult days.  You ALL are truly special.ò   

-Sincerely,  Dana, Scott & Dick Eichlin 
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Birthdays 
 

    Parker Sellers 

  Kyle Eichlin 

  Alexandra Meslovich 

  Thomas Adams 

  Matthew Heatwole 

  Judy Rees 

  Kitty Armstrong 

  Alexis Boshart 

  Bill Carver 

  Samuel Gardner-Oldman 

  Norie Smith 

  Katie Enterline 

  Ragan Walker-Vadlamudi 

Anniversaries 
 

    Carroll & Maryjane Chewning (ô70) 

    Teja & Ragan Walker-Vadlamudi (ô19) 

  Tom & Karen Leigh (ô82) 

  Matthew & Lydia Heatwole (ô10)  

  Larry & Anne Elkins (ô08) 

  JC & Carla Enterline (ô06) 

Book Groupȴs Next Read is... 
  

...ñThe Pioneersò by David McCullough.     
 They will gather Monday, Sept. 26th at 
7:00 p.m. at the home of Judy Rees.  All 
are welcome! [.com; 908-6105 

Our Building  
as a Blessing 

A reminder that two groups & 
one member use our building 
during the week. For every-
oneôs safety and privacy, 
whenever possible do not come 
to the building during their 
designated times. 
 

 - TOPS meets every Tuesday 
from 4:30-6:00 p.m.   
 

 - Friends Caf® (formerly 

Memory Caf®) gathers Tuesday, 
Sept. 13

th  
at 11:30 a.m. Pack 

a lunch. New folks are always 
welcome. Call Ginny Joseph or 
Sally in the church office for 
more info. 
 

 - Katie McElroy gives piano 
lessons on Mondays (4:30-
5:30), Thursdays (4:30-5:30) 
and Fridays (4:30-5:00). 

S 
U 
N 

Ushering 
share duties with one at each door 

 Acolyte/ 
Bell Ringer 

 Lay Leader Highlight 
/Flowers Live-Stream 

4 Bev C. & a volunteer Emory J Jon DeVier-Scott Open  

11 Emily H. & Carroll C. Phoenix J Emily Heatwole Simon/Eichlin  

18 Gracie F. & Merrill S. Emory J Mary Kay Adams Open  

25 McQuilkins Emory J Dick Wurst Open  

Men Meet  
for Breakfast 

 

Males of every age 
are invited. Guests 
are welcome! 

  

Saturday, Sept. 17 
at  8:30 a.m. 
at Bob-A-Reaôs 
in Bridgewater. 

 

If you need a ride, 
or can provide one, 

contact  
Carroll Chewning 

 

VPAS Café in  
Bridgewater 

 

 When: 2nd & 4th Thursdays   
                of each month  
           10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

Where: Houff Community 
         Center at Bridgewater  
          Retirement Comm.   
            (Blue Ridge Room) 
 

  Who: anyone age 60+ 
 

 What: programs, lunch and  
       exercise; do all or some 
New programs each month. 

 

Registration is required: 
Call VPAS at 540-615-5341 
and check online at 

Www.vpas.info/calendar  

Childrenȴs Sunday School 
 

Gather in the big room downstairs 
at 9:30 each Sunday: 
 
 

11 - Meet Hannah & Samuel 
 Teacher: Mary Kay Adams 
               Helper: Pam Bailey 
 

18 - Samuel Anoints Saul 
 Teacher: Pam Bailey 
   Helper: MJ Chewning 
 

25 - Samuel Anoints David 
 Teacher: Mary Kay Adams 
   Helper: Pam Bailey 
 

Oct. 2 - at OASIS PAVILION 
       David Plays Music 
 Teacher: MJ Chewning 
  Helpers: Judy & Betsy  
 

https://www.vpas.info/event-calendar


 

Account  
Balances  
as of  

July 31, 2022 

Operating Money Market Payroll Tax 

$62,423.85 $49,354.21 $655.00 $293.05 

Totals as of  7/31/2022 

Income $  86,965.52 

Expense $ 72,260.23 

Difference $  14,705.29 

Fund Balances as of July 31, 2022 
ƴ Youth Event Fund:  $4,793.26 
       (monies reside in Money Market) 
ƴ Backpack Ministry Fund:  $731.00 
       (monies reside in Operating Account) 
ƴ Memorial Fund:  $44,560.95 
       (monies reside in Money Market) 

4 

Finance Reports:  prepared by Bev Carver, Disbursement Treasurer 
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£ŘƥƥŘƁŷ ˻ ®ƶƮƞĸĐĬœ 

ËĸƥƁƶƞĬĸ 

;ƶŘŬĲŘŷŌ ˻ [ƞƁƶŷĲƥ 

Cultivating Our Resources 

$30,000  

 ˂As of  

8/28/2022  

  
 

$25,576 

 
7Å ÁÒÅ 
ÒÅÁÌÌÙ 
ÃÌÏÓÅ  

ÎÏ×! 

$28,000  

$26,000  

$24,000  

$22,000  

$20,000  

$18,000  

$16,000  

$14,000  

$12,000  

$10,000  

$ 8,000  

$ 6,000  

$ 4,000  

$ 2,000  

Backpacks Are Back!  We have heard from the counseling staff at John Wayland Ele-
mentary and the plan is to start delivering backpacks of food for needy children on Sept. 9th.  
Wednesday will be our delivery day each week.  We are comfortable with you bringing 
items to our little corner in the kitchen and monetary donations are always welcome as we 
will continue to secure items online as well.  We place the order around the 15th of each 
month so it would be helpful to have donated items early in the month.  Thanks for all your 
support for many years to help our local families!  Watch the kiosk for an updated list of 
suggested items!                                                     -Jyl Gamble (TAD Backpacks White Knight) 

 

 

The 2Â-a-Meal Offering received on August 21st totaled $137.00.  Thank you for your faithful generosi-
ty to this special hunger effort.  The next pour-in will be November 13th.   
 
 

Worship at White Birch is Sunday, September 11th at 1:30 in their dining room. Pastor Kate will be 
bringing a message and Nancy Dagen will play piano.   

 
The Peace & Global Witness Offering is traditionally received on the first Sunday in 
October.  Because we will be at Oasis Pavilion that day, the culmination of our steward-
ship season, the Session decided to focus on this special offering of the PCUSA later in 
the month.  You are encouraged to bring donations on October 23rd.  Twenty-five percent 
will be shared with People Helping People in Harrisonburg. Read more about how the 
denomination uses the Peace & Global Witness Offering next month.  

Our lawn and trees are still green and the grass is not growing as fast but it still needs weekly atten-
tion.  If you can help mow, trim, tend the flower beds or rake leaves one week in September, please sign 
the poster on the kiosk.  Thank You to all who have helped this summer! 

 



 

5 

We have upgraded our Internet and streaming service. If you still have problems watching worship, 
please contact Gretchen Collins ( or the church office.  
 

In case you missed it:  Shenandoah Presbyteryôs building on North Main has been sold. The office is 
now located at Massanetta Springs. Phone & emails remain the same: 540-433-2556.  ShenPres.org  

òHow I Spent My Summeró  
 

Between my husband running a conference center and my childrensô participation in camps here, there 
and everywhere, summer is always a busy season for my family. I anticipated the need for flexibility, but 
truly I had no idea what was to come!  
 

It began with a need: the Netta Day Camp program had full registrations and a wait list, but not enough 
staff. So that the campers could have the full experience of camp while safely supervised, I volunteered 
my mornings for several weeks, doing everything from friendship bracelets to archery. (My afternoons 
were spent in the air conditioning, doing more ñchurchyò things!)  
 

I attended meetings for a few fledgling mission opportunities and local ecumenical endeavors. There is a 
small group in Harrisonburg interested in the Presbyterian Peace Fellowshipôs Gun Violence Prevention 
program, Guns to Gardens. We have committed to learning more by attending an online forum weekly, 
with a tentative event planned for Nov 20th. More info here:https://www.presbypeacefellowship.org/gun-
violence/  There are also conversations about including the Bridgewater churches more intently with Faith 
in Action, a local ecumenical advocacy organization.  
 

In July I spent two weeks at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, taking classes towards my Doctor of Min-
istry degree. The program is focused on ñRisky Faithfullyò. The courses addressed Innovative Leadership 
and Creative Worship. Beyond the coursework, it was an amazing time together with my cohort. Iôm sure 
you will see the fruit of these relationships and lessons soon.  
 

I worked from home during the Bible & Church Music Conference week, so that I could attend a daily 
bible study on Proverbs taught by my old seminary professor, Dr. Christine Yoder, and participate in wor-
ship with excellent preaching each night. I saw the Johnson children every day that week!  
 

Unfortunately, my family was directly exposed to COVID that week as well. I spent the next ten days 
nursing sick family members and trying not to expose anyone else. My prayers were answered, as I re-
mained negative and so was able to officiate Mimôs funeral and participate in the Session retreat. We 
were unable to take the vacation we had planned for Aug 6-13, but were able to rearrange some plans to 
be away most of the week of Aug 14-20.  
 

Looking back, all I can say is, ñphewò! I am deeply grateful for the flexibility the church provides for me 
to minister where I have been most needed. For the fall, I am looking forward to the return of a ñnormalò 
schedule, both at home and for the church. This includes resuming the plans for Congregation-wide After 
Church Conversations after worship: Sept 11 - Revisit Timeline, with an eye towards future; Oct 16 - 
Pastor Debrief; Nov 13 - Thanks for the Gifts we Have - Congregational Inventory; Dec 4 - Advent Fun 
 

+Pastor Kate  

>ƌƃŗƪŁŗĖƷŢƌƃ-ǓŢĹŁ !ŕƷŁƪ >ŞƾƪĳŞ >ƌƃǒŁƪƮĖƷŢƌƃƮ  
 

ÛƷĖǙ ĖŕƷŁƪ ǓƌƪƮŞŢƦ ƌƃ ÛŁƦƷŁƀİŁƪ ̖̖ƷŞ ŕƌƪ ĳĖƮƾĖŸ ĹŢƮĳƾƮƮŢƌƃ ǓŢƷŞ ÓĖƮƷƌƪ ¡ĖƷŁ͔  
āŁ ǓŢŸŸ ƪŁǒŢƮŢƷ ƷŞŁ åŢƀŁŸŢƃŁ͎ ǓŢƷŞ Ėƃ ŁǙŁ ƷƌǓĖƪĹƮ ƷŞŁ ŕƾƷƾƪŁ. 

ÒĸƥƥŘƁŷ ¥ĸǏƥ 

ȶConversationsȷ with Pastor Kate 

http://www.shenpres.org
https://www.presbypeacefellowship.org/gun-violence/
https://www.presbypeacefellowship.org/gun-violence/
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  

    1 
 

2 
Office Closed 

3 

4  

   

10:30 Worship 

Labor Day  5 
Office Closed 

6 
4:30 TOPS 

7 
7:00 Choir 

8 
 

9 
 

10 

11 
  9:30 Sunday School  

10:30 Worship 
 

 n¬i¨ )p­¨ep 
)|z²i¨©\¬q|z© 

1:30 White Birch 

12 
 

  13 
Friends Caf®  
11:30 
ððð 

4:30 TOPS 
ððð 

 

14 
 

7:00 Choir 

15 
6:30  

Session 

16 
 

17 
8:30 AM  
Men eat 
Breakfast at 
Bob-A-Reaôs 

18 

  9:30 Sunday School  

10:30 Worship 

3:00 Smileys  
Ice Cream! 

19 
6:30  

Spiritual Life 

20 
 

4:30 TOPS 
ððð 

 

21 
 

7:00 Choir 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 

  9:30 Sunday School  

10:30 Worship 

26 
7:00 Book Group 
at Judy Reesô 

27 
4:30 TOPS 

28 
7:00 Choir 

29 30 
 

OCT. 1 

Commitment 
Sunday   Oct. 2  
At Oasis Pavilion 
  9:30 Childrens Sun. Sch 

10:30 Worship 

Pot-luck lunch follows 

World Communion Day 

 

      
! ZĸǏ gƮĸŵƥ ŋƞƁŵ ÒĐǰǕ Řŷ ǲĸ <œƶƞĬœ ®ǭŘĬĸʌ 

Regular Office Hours resume Sept. 6th  ~  9:00ðNoon Monday thru Friday 

Photos from recent 
Member Care Activities: 

First, Thank You for your graciousness during my recent absences.  Fair was reward-
ing in so many ways.  My day as a judge at the Highland County Fair was fun and memo-
rable.  My grandson, Case Smith Wheelbarger, arrived weighing 9 lbs, 3 ozs. Everyone is 
doing well.  His parents are Codi Jo & Hunter and his big sister, Andi Jean, has decided 
she likes him.   
 

Second, Iôll return to óregularô office hours 
on Sept. 6th.  I plan to be in the office from 
9:00 a.m. to Noon, every weekday.  There 
will be days I leave early (i.e. area secretariesô 
tour of Mission Central on Sept. 21).  The 
deadline for bulletins will be Thursday morn-
ing. The next newsletter deadline is Sept. 26th. 

MJ & Carroll Chewning hosted Dick & Peggy Wurst, Dave & 
Judy Rees and Mary Kay Adams (who took this photo) 

 

�3�D�V�W�R�U���.�D�W�H�����3�H�J�J�\���	���'�L�F�N���:�X�U�V�W���D�W���6�P�L�O�H�\�·�V���L�Q���$�X�J�X�V�W�� 
Eleven folks came! 

Mike & Emily Heatwole host-
ed Pam Bailey plus Gracie & 

Bill Florence.  Others had 
signed up but were unable to 

attend. We want to do it 
again. 

Flat Jesus came to the Dinner Group 


